
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reviewed December 2017 

To be reviewed December 2020 

 

Modern Foreign Language Policy 

Rationale 

Modern Foreign Languages is a statutory requirement of the National 

Curriculum throughout Key Stage 2 and 3.  At John Grant School the modern 

foreign language provided currently is French.   

The model of modern foreign language provision includes cultural awareness 

and study of language.  Cultural awareness should be available to all pupils 

at the appropriate Key Stages, whilst the study of language may be more 

appropriate for those pupils with more advanced language skills.  For this 

reason, pupils with limited communication skills in their own language, 

particularly those whose prime curricular access is through the school’s 

sensory curriculum, may be disapplied from the study of language. 

 

Experience of a foreign culture and language can make a significant 

contribution to the development of pupils’ awareness and understanding of 

other cultures in relation to their own environment, and give them a broader 

perception of themselves and their place in the wider community.  Access to 

a foreign language helps to promote the understanding that people 

communicate with each other in different ways and helps to increase 

confidence in the pupils’ own ability to communicate.  

 

Thus a modern foreign language is important in helping to contribute towards 

a broad balanced and relevant curriculum for all pupils. 

 

Aims 

The aims of the modern foreign language curriculum are: 

 to encourage an interest in environments outside their own experience, 

through a sampling of a language, culture, customs and a way of life of 

another country 



 to increase pupils’ awareness of different ways of communication and the 

variety of language 

 to introduce common vocabulary in a different language and for pupils to 

understand, respond to and communicate such vocabulary according to 

their ability 

 to provide a range of meaningful activities and experiences to suit 

individual needs, enabling pupils to experience success and this enhance 

their self esteem 

 support the school’s vision, aims and objectives 

 stimulate and increase pupils listening skills 

 encourage/foster pupils’ ability to communicate as effectively as possible 

 

Objectives 

The purpose of the John Grant School Modern Foreign Language Policy is to :- 

 develop social skills within the international atmosphere 

 maximise the use of different cultures for learning 

 enrich the quality of life for all pupils through experiential learning 

 ensure the provision of coherent and continued education for all 

 

The Role of the Subject leader 

The subject leader should:- 

 provide support to other members of staff 

 co-ordinate effective use of resources 

 provide a sound body of knowledge 

 deliver relevant in service training 

 monitor the subject delivery throughout the school 

 

Planning 

Elements of planning include:- 

 the curriculum map to give continuity 

 links to other subjects through topic based planning 

 schemes of work, written by the subject leader relevant to topics to show 

progression and ensure coverage 

 detailed half termly planners 

 meeting the needs of individual children 

 

The modern foreign language subject leader to :- 

 gain approval of the policy from governors 

 ensure before the end of the academic year staff familiarity with the 

policy 

 ensure a resource list is circulated to all staff 

 carry out an audit of need for resources and make informed decisions 

about future resource purchasing 

 

Arrangements for Monitoring 

The modern foreign language subject leader will:- 

 follow a programme of monitoring the subject using agreed foci 



 meet with class teachers to ensure breadth, balance, relevance and 

scope for continuity and individual progression 

 use solar to ascertain the progress pupils have made in modern foreign 

language 

 ensure modern foreign language curriculum is delivered at a level 

appropriate to individual need 

 

Strategies for Teaching 

Effective teaching of modern foreign language is dependant upon:- 

 the use of a variety of positive styles which allow for observation, 

exploration and discovery 

 the teacher being a collaborator in a spirit of shared enterprise 

 the use of relevant modern foreign language appropriate to 

understanding of the children 

 appropriate time being given for the children to respond 

 the creation of meaningful motivating and age appropriate contexts 

 fostering positive interaction with materials as well as peers and staff 

 re-inforcing language with total communication e.g. Makaton, Objects of 

reference, Rebus 

 the teachers setting high expectations, so as to challenge pupils, deepen 

their knowledge and understanding and in so doing allowing them to 

experience success and to raise self esteem 

 teachers planning effectively using their knowledge of the subject and the 

levels of pupils’ achievement 

 

Strategies for Learning 

Effective learning will depend upon:- 

 understanding language used 

 responding to language context 

 understanding expectations of them 

 making good use of opportunities to repeat, practice, modify and 

consolidate acquired skills 

 making good use of opportunities to work in a range of motivating, 

meaningful contexts, individually and in groups 

 a pupil centred approach based on direct experience of other cultures 

 pupils working individually or with duties as part of a team 

 pupils evaluating their own and the work of others 

 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 

Read in conjunction with the school Assessment Recording and Reporting 

Policy 

 

Assessment forms an integral part of the mathematics curriculum, and takes 

place in a number of ways: 

 by pupils, to allow opportunities for self-evaluation; 

 informally, on a day to day basis, to inform future planning, and 

evaluate the effectiveness of planned activities and groupings; 



 half termly, to update solar assessments. 

 termly, to assess IEP targets and evaluate progress towards targets; 

           end of Key Stage, through teacher assessment, and use of SATs tasks. 

 When pupils enter KS2, teachers are required to complete a baseline 

assessment and input into assessment tools. 

 

Assessments can be recorded through:  

 self assessment folders; 

 annotated work – written, photographs etc.; 

 outcomes on IEPs 

 updating of achievement on solar. 

Assessments are reported to: 

 subject leader, for use in the subject audit; 

 parents, at parents evenings and in annual reviews; 

 governors, in headteacher’s reports; 

 LEA, through submission of end of Key Stage assessments. 

 

 

Effective assessment in modern foreign language will:- 

 facilitate individual progress and attainment 

 facilitate curriculum continuity 

 improve co-ordination between disciplines 

 meet the need for accountability 

 

The following issues should be addressed when considering assessment:- 

 avoid creating artificial conditions 

 allow for the unusual or unexpected response 

 criteria for assessment is  laid out in the schemes of work 

 a variety of approaches and conditions should be used for assessing the 

same thing 

 if possible children should be encouraged to self assess 

 all assessment should be done sensitively 

 assessment if both formative and summative 

 

 

 

Records 

The modern foreign language subject leader should ensure records 

demonstrate progression in as wide a range of developments as possible. 

 

Special Education 

Read in conjunction with Special Education Needs Policy. 

This policy document stresses the need for pupils to be able to show what 

they have achieved by whatever means appropriate. 

 

There is a need to look at access to the  modern foreign language curriculum 

through the use of computers and other aids. 



 

Resources 

Necessary resources are identified in the scheme of work.  The provision of 

resources is linked to the school development plan.  A list of resources will be 

drawn up by the subject leader. 

Current resources include: 

books, pictures and photographs, audio tapes, video tapes, artefacts 

 

Health & Safety 

Read in conjunction with the Health & Safety Policy. It is the responsibility of 

staff and where possible pupils to be aware of any Health & Safety issues in 

relation to modern foreign language.  Any potential risks should be brought to 

the attention  of the Health & Safety Subject leader. 

 

Criteria for Evaluating Success of the Policy 

The success of the modern foreign language policy will be evaluated by a 

range of strategies including:- 

 monitoring by the subject leader 

 evidence of pupil progression, Individual Education Plans, Records of 

achievement, photographs 

 celebration of achievement 

 discussion with staff 

 teacher assessment 

 regular review of the policy 

 policy rationale reflected in school practice 

 evidence around school of pupil achievement and involvement in modern 

foreign language 

 community Links 

 for pupils to make sense of modern foreign language it is essential that the 

school makes links with its community to exploit its resources 

 

These include:- 

Shops 

Local libraries 

Museums and galleries 

Visits to schools 

Foreign visitors 

 

Parental Involvement 

Read in conjunction with Parents Policy 

 

In this curriculum area parents are considered partners in fostering an 

understanding of modern foreign language.  Fostering collaboration with 

parents may include:- 

 shared expertise 

 regular planning for Annual Review and Individual Education Plan 

 home school links 



 participation in school visits/celebrations 

 open evenings 

 parents supporting in class 

 loan of artefacts 

 

Cross Curricular Links 

Key Stages 2 and 3 are taught as a topic based curriculum. New topics are 

introduced half termly. Topics give the pupils a more in depth understanding 

of other cultures and allow Modern Foreign Languages to be taught in topics 

such as India developing the pupils’ cultural awareness. 
 

Staff Development 

Staff should undertake regular in service training to keep them well informed 

of curricular development.  The subject leader should disseminate information 

to staff at regular intervals. 

 

Governors 

The school and governors should ensure that they have a knowledge of the 

policy and its implications for the school.  It is the responsibility of the subject 

leader to inform the Headteacher and governors of any amendments to the 

policy. 

 

It is important to develop governors’ awareness and understanding of the 

school’s modern foreign language policy and its implications. 

 

Review Date 

Three years after ratification by the governors 


