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Mathematics Policy 

 

The aims of the educational process at John Grant School are to develop the 

optimum capacity of each individual pupil, giving them the knowledge, 

concepts, skills and personal qualities needed to participate in a variety of life 

opportunities. 
 
Rationale 

At John Grant School, we believe that all curriculum areas make a vital 

contribution to the pupil’s development and that our pupils are entitled to a 

broad and balanced curriculum, appropriate to their age, circumstances and 

level of understanding. 

 

Through the mathematics curriculum, pupils will learn, experience and develop 

skills and concepts in the following areas: 

 Communication – by describing quantities, space and time; 

 Relationships – through the concepts of comparison and relating things 

to one another 

 Organisation – mathematical structures help us record, bring order and 

remember our observations.  

 Life skills - its concepts are the basis of many of our practical skills. 

 

 
Aims 

Mathematics at John Grant School should be made relevant and accessible 

to all pupils. It will do this in the following ways: 

 developing knowledge whilst exploring a range of mathematical 

concepts; 

 continually reinforcing and consolidating concepts; 

 providing access to a broad mathematical curriculum; 

 developing mathematical language and reasoning; 

 providing age appropriate, practical tasks, enabling pupils to use and 

apply knowledge gained. 

 
Strategies for Teaching. 

The mathematics curriculum is based on the 2014 National Curriculum for 

Mathematics. This is used in a flexible way, to meet both the requirements and 
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recommendations of the document, alongside meeting the educational 

needs of our pupils. 

Teaching should: 

 be carefully planned, using clear objectives; 

 use subject-relevant language, appropriate to the understanding of the 

pupil; 

 identify and utilise appropriate resources; 

 challenge pupils, whilst allowing them to experience success and raised 

self esteem; 

 provide activities and lessons which allow for differentiation through 

ability level, either by varying resources, activities or teaching approach; 

 allow time for consolidation of concepts; 

 provide opportunities for assessment, to inform future planning. 

 
Strategies for Learning 

We recognise that pupils learn in different ways, and this should be reflected in 

the way in which the mathematics curriculum is presented, and pupil progress 

and achievement measured. 

Effective learning will depend upon:- 

 the setting of realistic targets, which are also challenging; 

 differentiation of activities, making them accessible to all pupils; 

 levels of staffing, which allow for appropriate support; 

 pupils having opportunities to explore, experiment, observe and 

problem solve; 

 effective use of language, supported by augmented communication 

systems; 

 pupils having opportunities to repeat, practise, modify and 

consolidate acquired skills; 

 activities building on assessed skills.  
 
Pupil Achievement and Progress 

Pupil achievement in mathematics continues to be measured against National 

Curriculum Level Descriptors and P Scales, and is recorded using an online 

database.  

Pupil assessment data is uploaded to CASPA at the end of each academic 

year. This is then  used to compare pupil progress against similar cohorts, and to 

support the setting of whole school, subject and cohort targets. 

Current progress towards targets will be measured termly, and discussed in 

Pupil Progress meetings. Areas for development will be identified and suitable 

interventions put into place, in consultation with the Subject Leader.  
 
The Mathematics Subject Leader 

The subject leader should, as part of his / her role:- 

 carry out an annual subject audit, identifying areas of development, 

including financial implications; 

 Work with SLMT to regularly monitor the maths action plan; 

 provide support to other members of staff; 

 co-ordinate effective use of resources; 

 attend relevant training, and cascade this to staff; 

 monitor both subject delivery and pupil progress and achievement in 

maths throughout the school. 
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Planning 

The National Curriculum provides the long-term plan for mathematics. Whilst 

the Schemes of Work provide guidance for Key Objectives, pupils progressing 

well should be provided with extension work from the next year’s teaching 

programme. 

Individual class teachers are responsible for their short term planning. These 

should include details of each part of the lesson, including groupings, and 

highlight the learning outcomes for each pupil, as well as next steps. 

Short term planning for mathematics should be weekly and should highlight 

opportunities for cross curricular opportunities, as well as Learning Outcomes for 

groups of pupils and key language. Samples of these plans will be monitored 

by the Subject Leader. 

Planning should reflect the needs of the individual pupil, and should relate to 

both Individual Education Plans, targets from EHCP’s and progress targets set 

on CASPA. 
 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting 

Assessment forms an integral part of the mathematics curriculum, and takes 

place in a number of ways: 

 by pupils, to allow opportunities for self-evaluation; 

 informally, on a day to day basis, to inform future planning, and evaluate 

the effectiveness of planned activities and groupings; 

 half termly, to update formal assessments and provide evidence for 

pupil achievement folders; 

 end of Key Stage, through teacher assessment. 

Assessments can be recorded through:  

 self assessment folders; 

 annotated work – written, photographs etc.; 

 updating of achievement on the school’s assessment database. 

Assessments are reported to: 

 subject leader, for use in the subject audit; 

 parents, at parents evenings and in annual reviews; 

 governors, in head teacher’s reports; 

 LEA, through submission of end of Key Stage assessments. 
 
Parental Involvement 

Parents and carers are considered partners in fostering good practice in 

Mathematics. There are documents available to inform parents how to support 

their children in mathematics. 
 
Resources 

The provision of resources should be linked to the subject action plan, and 

have a direct impact on pupil progress and learning. Class teachers, in their 

planning, will need to identify which resources are required and notify the 

subject leader of their needs.   

Class teachers will build a bank of resources within their own classrooms, for 

daily use. 
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Health and Safety 

Read in conjunction with the school's Health and Safety Policy - 

It is the responsibility of the staff, and where possible pupils, to be aware of 

potential Health and Safety issues in relation to this curriculum. 
 
Staff Development 

Staff should undertake regular in-service training to keep well informed of 

curriculum developments.  The subject leader should disseminate information 

to staff at regular intervals. 

 
 
Evaluation, Monitoring and Review 

The subject leader, alongside the Senior Leadership and Management Team, is 

responsible for monitoring the delivery of the mathematics curriculum, through 

lesson observations, the sampling of short term planning and analysing pupil 

progress. 

Curriculum content will be evaluated during identified curriculum meetings. 

This policy will be reviewed on a bi-annual basis. 

 
Governors 

The school and governors should ensure that they have a working knowledge 

of the policy and its implications for the school.  It is the responsibility of the 

subject leader to inform the head teacher and governors of any amendments 

to the policy. 
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